


Excerpt: Political Prisoners, Prisons & Black Liberation by Angela Davis from If They Come in the Morning... 
Voices of Resistance, 1971

Despite a long history of exalted appeals to man’s inherent right of resistance, there has seldom been 
agreement on how to relate in practice to unjust, immoral laws and the oppressive social order from which 
they emanate. The conservative, who does not dispute the validity of revolutions deeply buried in history, 
invokes visions of impending anarchy in order to legitimize his demand for absolute obedience. Law and 
order, with the major emphasis on order, is his watchword. The liberal articulates his sensitiveness to certain 
of society’s intolerable details, but will almost never prescribe methods of resistance which exceed the limits 
of legality—redress through electoral channels is the liberal’s panacea.

… Black people have been continually cautioned to be patient. We are advised that as long as we remain 
faithful to the existing democratic order, the glorious moment will eventually arrive when we will come into 
our own as full-fledged human beings. But having been taught by bitter experience, we know that there is a 
glaring incongruity between democracy and the capitalist economy which is the source of our ills...

… the history of the United States has been marred from its inception by an enormous quantity of unjust 
laws, far too many expressly bolstering the oppression of Black people… Our very survival has frequently 
been a direct function of our skill in forging effective channels of resistance. In resisting, we have sometimes 
been compelled to openly violate those laws which directly or indirectly buttress our oppression. But even 
when containing our resistance within the orbit of legality, we have been labeled criminals and have been 
methodically persecuted by a racist legal apparatus...

… The political function of racist domination is surfacing with accelerated intensity. Whites, who have 
professed their solidarity with the Black Liberation Movement and have moved in a distinctly revolutionary 
direction, find themselves targets of the self-same repression. Even the anti-war movement, rapidly exhibiting 
an anti-imperialist consciousness, is falling victim to government repression.

Citations & Resources
 Arab Canadian Lawyers Association's list of lawyers and employee rights guide (geared toward those 

supporting Palestine): https://www.canarablaw.org/support
 Movement Defence Protest Safety Guide: 

https://web.archive.org/web/20220219004035/https://movementdefence.org/2020/02/a-legal-guide-for-
activists/

 Community Defense: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Mmu0isaMJJxVHs2kDWcrZDCGREzajnxA
 Canadian Civil Liberties Association: https://ccla.org/our-work/fundamental-freedoms/right-to-protest
 Equality Labs Anti-doxxing Guide 3.0: https://www.equalitylabs.org/research/publications-resources
 Zebra Crossing Digital Safety Checklist: https://zebracrossing.narwhalacademy.org/
 North-Shore Info Security Culture: https://north-shore.info/2019/11/05/confidence-courage-connection-

trust-a-proposal-for-security-culture (advanced)
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